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INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  rOR  THE  FAR  EAST 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  A’TOICA,  et  al  4 

)  8econd  Affidavit  -  KAY A 
-  va  -  ) 

) 

ARAKI,  Sadao,  et  al  )  Defendant 


Having  first  duly  sworn  an  oath  as  on  attached  sheet  and  in  accordance 
with  the  procedure  followed  in  my  country,  I  hereby  deoose  as  followoi 

I,  KAYA,  Okinorl,  attended  practically  all  the  Liaison  Conferences  uo 
to  the  decision  for  war.  I  attended  also  all  the  Liaison  Conferences  held 
after  the  decision  for  war  was  made,  exceot  when  otherwise  inconvenienced. 

Prior  to  my  time,  the  Minister  of  Finance  did  not  attend  Liplson 
Conferences  and  I  have  not  been  told  the  reason  why  I,  as  Finance  Minister, 
who  was  not  a  regular  member,  was  asked  to  attend  the  meetings*  At  the  time 
I  Joined  the  Cabinet  I  had  exchanged  views  with  the  Premier  on  the  efforts 
to  be  made  to  settle  the  Japanese— American  negotiations  and  on  the  question 
of  coooeration  between  the  Cabinet  and  the  Supreme  Command  and  I  have 
thought  this  might  have  bpen  the  reason  for  my  being  a:dced  to  attend  the 
meetings. 

In  my  recollection,  subject  matters  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Ministry  of  Finance  were  never  discussed.  The  decisions  of  the  Liaison 
Conferences  did  not  control  the  Cabinet  meetines. 

(1)  -  The  Liaison  Conference  was  established  for  the  purpose  of 

enabling  the  Supreme  Commend  and  the  Cabinet  to  gee  together 
for  diwmssions.  There  is  no  law  or  Imperial  Ordinance 
specifying  its  establishment  and  it  had  no  power  of  making 
a  decision. 

(2)  -  Important  matters  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Cabinet  discusoed 

at  the  Liaison  Conference  w'U'e  submitted  to  the  Cabinet  meetings 
for  discussion  and  decision.  In  such  instances  the  understanding 
reached  at  the  Liaison  Conferences  were  generally  adopted. 
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r  (3)  At  the  Liaison  Conferences  subject  metters  comine  under  the 

direct  jurisdiction  of  the  Premier  or  metters  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Foreign,  Ter  and  Navy  Mini* try  were  generally 
disous&ed,  W:itjf;ever  matters  uni  or  the  Jurisdiction  of 

other  Ministers  cane  uo,  such  Ministers  were  as^ed  to  attend 
the  meeting  for  discussions,  or  understanding  was  reached  by 
some  other  method  and  rhon  nn  unanimous  agreement  res  reached 
the  matter  was  submitted  to  the  Cabinet  for  decision, 

(4)  —  At  the  Cabinet  meetings  matters  submitted  by  the  Minister 

having  Jurisdiction  or  matters  r+iich  the  Minister  having  Juris¬ 
diction  anproved  were  generally  cast  ad  without  opposition. 

Th?re  are  hardly  any  cases  in  which  a  major  change  was  made.  In 
case  a  major  opposition  or  a  basic  change  in  the  subject  matter 
was  made,  the  Minister  having  Jurisdiction  or  the  Minister  Making 
the  objection  had  to  resign  his  nost.  ’Then  any  onposition  to 
a  proposal  was  expected,  it  was  customary  to  iron  out  the  differ¬ 
ence  nr.ong  the  Ministers  concerned  before  the  proposal  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Cabinet  meeting,  I  do  not  know  of  any  ease 
whereby  the  decision  of  the  Liaison  Conference  controlled  the 
Cabinet  decision. 

(5)  -  At  that  tine  the  Army  and  the  Navy  held  strong  political  now»r 

and  had  absolute  control  over  certain  witters  submitted  by  t.hppj 
or  approved  by  them.  Any  opposition  by  pnv  of  the  other 
Ministers  did  not  carry  weight. 

I  wish  to  point  out  next  that  the  Li«i  -n  Conference  was  not  the 
8unreme  Organ  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

Matters  such  asi  When,  where  and  under  what  method  a  battle  was  to  be 
held,  transportation  and  movement  of  soldi  era,  command  Ing  officers,  etc, 
that  pertained  to  war  strategy  were  never  discussed  at  the  Liaison  Confer¬ 
ences,  nor  was  the  Conference  informed  about  such  matters.  They  were 
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considered  secret  matters  of  the  Supreme  Command.  The  Conference  was  not 
Informed  about  any  new  Implements  of  war,  nor  about  the  total  strength 
of  the  Army  and  Navy.  The  Conference  did  receive  reoorts  on  battles,  but 
when  I  think  about  then  now,  there  were  great  discreoancies  between  the 
reports  and  the  actual  fasts.  The  reports  received  were  generally  the  same 

4 

ns  those  reported  in  the  ne’-snaners. 

As  stated  above,  the  Conference  did  not  discuss  matters  pertaining  to 
the  armed  forces,  nor  received  factual  reports  on  battles  nor  knew  how 
much  materials  the  Army  and  Navy  had  in  stoc1'. 

On  this  26th  day  of  Sentember  1047 
At  TOKYO. 

WOI^Ti  KAYA.  Oklnorl _ _  (Seal) 

If  TAKANO.  Tsuruo  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  was 

sworn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  an*  aeal  thereto  in  the 
presence  of  this  witness. 

On  the  same  date 
at  TOKYO 

WTOHCCi  TAKANO.  Tsuruo _ (Seal) 

OATH 

In  accordance  with  my  conacier.co  I  swear  to  tell  the  whole  truth 
•withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing . 

KAYA.  Okinorl _ _  (Seal) 
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